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On the 6th of May, a new gallery will open at Arena Vestfossen. The name of the Gallery is Dong-Xi, which is Chinese for ‘east – west’. The aim of the gallery is to exhibit contemporary art from Asia and as such it is the first gallery in Norway designated solely to exhibition of art from East and South East-Asia.

Arena Vestfossen is located in a former factory building that has developed into a 4000 square metres venue for art, including artist studios, galleries for designers and contemporary artists, workshops and a music school. The Arena was opened in 2005.

The intention of Arena Vestfossen is to attract a wide variety of contemporary artists and designers in one location in order to create an exiting and inspiring setting for modern art and design. For the last three years, Vestfossen has emerged as an important arena for contemporary art and has received positive attention from the media due to the high quality of the exhibits held also at the Vestfossen Kunstlabratorium.

During the summer of 2006, two artists from China will come to Vestfossen for a two month ‘in residence’ program during which time they will also have an exhibit of some of their works. Two artists from Cambodia will then come and will follow the same program.

The first exhibit, with the two artists from China, is called ‘Jumping the Wall’. The title refers 
to a famous Chinese dish called ‘Buddha Jumping the Wall’. According to legend, this dish smelled so good that the Buddha could not resist but jumped the cloistered wall to have a taste of the meat. The artists have in a sense also jumped the wall in that they have breached with the old traditional motives, forms and styles of painting and have entered the arena of contemporary art. 

This exhibit is set up in cooperation between TCG Nordica in Kunming, the provincial capital of Yunnan Province in China, and Areopagos in Norway with support from Norad.

TCG Nordica was established six years ago with the explicit purpose of functioning as a channel or bridge for inter-cultural exchange and dialogue by providing a meeting place for Chinese/Asian and Scandinavian/European culture. The values governing the work are: openness, friendship, respect, equality and mutuality. 

Areopagos is a Christian foundation registered in Norway with the aim of fronting religious studies, dialogue as well as supporting programs working for understanding between peoples across religious and cultural barriers. 
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