Children in meeting


By Tang Zhigang

People sometimes ask me why I choose the subject “Children in Meeting”, and I tell them that it was because someone picked at my previous works "Adults in Meeting". Then I just switched to children. But it was also because I had just started teaching children in painting. Also, I was in charge of propaganda at the Political Department when I was in the army. Apart from preparing the setting for all kinds of meetings, writing slogans and taking pictures, I was also responsible for the Art Education of the children in the army. So while the adults were “in meeting”, their children were raising their hands to answer my questions. It is easy to associate the two scenes. Though it is a coincidence, to adopt children in my paintings is not really an act to help escape criticism. It is also the result of careful consideration. 

Today, children are captured in a lot of works in their daily life. However, in Contemporary Art they appear as a symbol most of the time and don’t relate to real life. I might use them to symbolize a certain stage in life, where they either awaits have stopped growing or are waiting to do so. Of course, there are different points of view and explanations, but I do not wish to make any further comments on that. For example, the so-called theory of “children’s’ politics” or simply a “children’s’ game”, which is related to the politics of a certain period of time, just reflects some people’s attitude towards politics and our society. 

Further, reflecting on the general quality of present day politicians, one can hardly relate them to the immaturity and irrationality that is typical of most children. The difference is that children’s immaturity is balanced with innocence, while in the adult’s case the game is full of deliberations and calculations. Therefore, in the analogy I hope I am not tarnishing the children’s images while eulogizing the adult’s ones.
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